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Historical Context

● On September 11th, 2001, 19 terrorists hijacked 
four planes in mid-flight

● Crashed planes into
○ New York World Trade Center
○ Pentagon
○ Shanksville, PA (aimed at White House)

● 2,996 people were killed
● people from 92 countries died

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBEYx1beYM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBEYx1beYM


Remembering 9/11

Do you remember 9/11? What is your first memory of 9/11?

What do you think has been the estimated cost of 9/11 to the United States?

How many countries do you think lost one or more citizen on 9/11?

What is the point of making a memorial?



The Cost of 9/11
Source: NY Times



Historical Memory

“Historical memories are foundational to social 
and political identities and are also often 
reshaped in relation to the present 
historical-political moment.” --International 
Encyclopedia of Political Science



Memorials

“At the most basic level, memorials are 
designed to recognize and preserve 
memories. They are typically 
understood as acts and gifts that 
honor particular people and historical 
events.” -- Erika Doss, Memorial Mania author



Remembering 9/11: Economic Factors

● Cost

● Consumer confidence and fears

● Different sectors of the economy

● Financial markets

● Human capital

● Insurance

● Loss

● Macro vs. microeconomics

● Property value

● Real value vs. nominal value

● Recession and security

● Short term vs. long term impacts

● Stability/instability

● Tourism/ commerce



Memorial Mapping Guiding Questions

How many countries lost one or more citizen in the September 11th terrorist 
attacks?

Which country has the most 9/11 memorials outside of the United States?

Where are the memorials in Afghanistan? Why do you think they are here?

What countries had casualties on 9/11 but lack any memorials? Investigate 
these countries’ GDP’s and compare them with the GDP’s of countries with 
memorials. 



Assessment

As a case study for the intimate relationship 
between economics, global events, and 
memorialization, compare and contrast 
transnational 9/11 memorials with the GDP of their 
representative countries. Make a short 
presentation that addresses the following:
1. Are there connections between economic 

partnership and memorialization?
2. Where are these connections especially 

evident?
3. How is memorialization used as a source of 

economic revenue? 
4. How do economic factors influence the way 

we remember events?


